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Bishop Stang High School:  Making Known the 
Goodness of God for Fifty Years

By: Jessica Grygiel `02

ªHow good is the good God!º  St. Julie 
Billiart's cheerful phrase was echoed 
by Father Marcel Bouchard '64 in his 
address at Bishop Stang High School's 
50th celebration Mass on September 9, 
2009.

Priests and deacons of the diocese, 
alumni priests, deacons, and religious, 
former faculty, staff, alumni, parents, and 
friends joined the student body for the 
50th celebration Mass.  Phil Pereira '97 
led the ensemble choir composed of the 
student chorus joined by members of the 
faculty and alumni. Dr. James Thomas '82 
represented the Alumni. Alumni/faculty 
included were Eileen Keavy '68, Jackie 
Bertrand McCarthy '69, Michelle Tapper-
Racine '82, Lara Beth Lavigne Terry '99, 
Matt Voci '03. Musicians and chorus from 
the faculty included Jean Revil, Tom 
Kennedy, Larry Valliere, Sue Negri, Rose 
Grant, Kathy Wrobel, Donna Habershaw, 
and Jennifer Thomas. Representing 
the present student body were Andrew 
Iarocci, Judyth Lucien, Christa Lawton, 

Kate McGovern, Jessica Troland, and 
Olivia Bratton. Jackie Bertrand McCarthy 
commented, ªIt was fun, and working 
with this incredible group showed how 
much of a family Stang really is!º 

Among the guests were Sr. Anne Monica 
Ruane, SND (formerly Sr. Anne Monica), 
and Sr. Margaret Ann Donovan, SND 
(formerly Sr. Margaret Joan), two of the 
original six sisters of Notre Dame de 
Namur to staff the school in its infant 
years.  Also present were former faculty 
Ann Fitzgerald McManus, Sr. Marie 
Kraus, SND, Sr. Sheila Finnigan, SND, 
Sr. Gertrude Gaudette, OP, Sr. Josepha 
Haskins, RSM, Carlin Lynch, Rosemary 
Moore Bowen, and Sr. Teresa Trayers, 
SND, the last sister of Notre Dame de 
Namur to serve on the faculty from 1977 
until 1998.  Reverend Marcel Bouchard 
spotlighted the religious, priests, and 
deacons present who were alumni, and 
recognized the concelebrating priests 
who once served as the school's chaplain.  
(continued on page 3) 
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From the desk of the  
President 

ªHow old is Stang? 50 years? You've got to be kidding!º
 
Has it been 50 years already?
 
For all who have been involved with Bishop Stang High School starting in 
the 60's, it just doesn't seem possible. However the ®rst graduating class 
(1963) is already starting plans for their 50th reunion in 2013 and the class 
of 1964 will be gathering at their 45th reunion this November.

Our celebration of the 50th Anniversary of Bishop Stang has allowed our 
school to remember the many people who have been such an important 
part of what Stang has become.  Each of them believed strongly in our 
mission, truly loved this school and because of this each has left a piece 
of their heart here. Their love for Bishop Stang was re¯ected in their 
dedication and commitment and through the years has brought about the 
Tradition of Excellence this school is known for today.

We stand on the shoulders of these individuals that came before. They 
impacted our lives while we were students here. Some of them are still at 
Stang.  

How can we say ªThank Youº?  It is done in many different ways. 
· Many alumni are sending their children and even grandchildren to 

Stang.
·  Many alumni are teaching in our classrooms, on our stage and on 

our ®elds. 
· A large number of alumni are volunteering their time, talent and 

treasure to help Stang in its plans to expand and enhance our 
building and athletic ®elds for the future. 

They remembered what they received here and are passing it forward.

We continue in our celebration of the 50th Anniversary of Bishop Stang 
High School, join with us. This year is truly full of memory lanes to walk 
down.
 
The Anniversary Gala is on November 14th- I hope to see you there.

Bishop Stang 
Celebrates 50th 

Anniversary
When Bishop Stang High School opened 
its doors to welcome the freshman class 
on September 1, the students marked 
an historic date.  Fifty years ago the 
®rst class entered Bishop Stang. To 
commemorate the historic signi®cance 
of the day, representative members of the 
Class of 1963, welcomed the students and 
provided refreshments for them.
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Maroon & Gray's 
New Look
Hope you like our updated look.  Once 
again it's the result of our Stang alumni 
stepping up!  A few years ago Marjory 
Gomez O'Toole `85 mentioned that her 
brother-in-law, Chris O'Toole `75, was 
a graphic designer and she thought it 
might be a good idea for him to take a 
look at Maroon & Gray and make some 
design recommendations.

You're seeing the results of this 
collaboration today.  Chris' suggestion 
was that ªa full color option combined 
with a more contemporary look would 
make a substantial difference in the 
overall impression of the piece. Basically, 
it would better re¯ect the vibrant, colorful 
atmosphere of high school student life at 
Bishop Stang.º

After Stang, Chris graduated from Swain 
School of Design In New Bedford with a 
BFA in Graphic Design. He has spent his 
career working as a senior designer for a 
couple of corporate/brand identity ®rms, 
creative director for an advertising/
design agency, and most recently as the 
"in-house" communications design and 
marketing manager for a local industrial 
company.

Throughout this time Chris has also 
worked as a freelance design consultant 
with local organizations.  You may 
contact Chris at chrisotoole@cox.net.  
Thank you Chris!

Bishop Stang High School:  Making Known the Goodness 
of God for Fifty Years (continued from page 1)

Unable to attend the Mass, Father Richard 
McNally ss.cc. '67 sent his regards via 
email and expressed his gratitude for the 
religious formation he received during 
his time as a Bishop Stang student, ªI 
would not have been a ss.cc. if it were 
not for Sr. Anne Denise and the SND's 
and their promotion of First Friday and 
devotion to the Sacred Heart. God was at 
work somewhere in there!º  

Many alumni sent letters and cards with 
well wishes, and even more notes of 
congratulations were sent to the school 
via email and posts on the Bishop Stang 
Alumni Facebook page.  From Katie 
Burke's `00 post on Facebook:  ªHappy 
Anniversary!  Thank you for all that 
you folks do to make Bishop Stang such 
a great place!º  Debbie Brie `71 posted:  
ªHappy Birthday, Alma Mater!º  Greetings 
came from Suzanne Cleveland Carlson 
`70 in sunny Hawaii, ªSending aloha and 
sorry I will miss all the celebrations!  You 
are all in my thoughts and prayers for 
another 50 years of blessings.º

This ®ftieth celebration is a time for 
remembering the past, yet it is also a time 
to look toward the future, to continue in 
the tradition of our foundation in Christ, 
in the charism of the Sisters of Notre 
Dame de Namur, and in our promise 
of academic excellence.  Each year, the 
Bishop Stang High School community 
decides upon a theme for the school year.  
This year's theme is ªBuilding on Our 
Foundation.º  In addition to building on 
the foundation of our faith in Christ, the 
present students and staff of Bishop Stang 
will re¯ect upon the past benefactors, 
alumni, and faculty who have been a part 
of Stang's ®rst 50 years.  As President 
Theresa Dougall '64 said during the 
rededication ceremony, ªThis school has 
been touched by the hands and the hearts 
of every person that has stepped through 
its doors, for each in their own way has 
committed themselves to believing in 
and carrying out the mission of Bishop 
Stang High School.  Because of this, each 
person has left a small piece of his or her 
heart behind.º 

Two commemorative time capsules were 
placed in the school's cornerstone at the 
rededication ceremony.  Louise Buckley 
Mitchell `73, daughter of the late Arthur 
F. Buckley, general chairman of the 
original campaign, placed the capsule 
containing the items from 1959 in the 
cornerstone.  This capsule contained 1959 
coins, dedication pamphlets and a school 
brochure, reprints of The Anchor and The 
Standard Times, three photographs of the 
building, and medals of the Sacred Heart, 
Blessed Virgin, St. Joseph, and Blessed 
Mother (now Saint) Julie Billiart, founder 
of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur.  
The second capsule enclosed items from 
the present year and included 2009 coins, 
the school uniform seal and a swatch of a 
uniform kilt, St. Julie's prayer, the school 
mission statement, a campaign booklet, 
copies of the present student and staff 
roster, and the school website homepage.  
Mrs. Theresa Dougall invoked the 
sentiments uttered at the 1959 dedication 
with the words of Dr. Arthur Buckley:  ªLet 
us realize the stones that make up this 
great educational institution represent a 
sacri®ce from each of you, and that some 
day these very stones, I believe, will be 
held sacred because your hands and your 
hearts have touched them.  And all that 
will stand as they look upon the results of 
your labors will say, `See, this our fathers 
did for us.'º  

Fifty years later, we look back on the 
sacri®ces of so many who came before 
us such as John O'Brien, Rose Barker 
and Father Callistus Bamberg who are 
no longer with us but whose impact on 
the school is ever present even today. We 
commemorate all our deceased faculty 
and staff and their dedication to academic 
excellence, service to the community, 
and pride in a Catholic education.  What 
began with the dream of the people of 
the diocese and the Christ-centered 
education brought by the Sisters of Notre 
Dame de Namur has blossomed into a 
thriving tradition of Catholic secondary 
education in the Fall River Diocese.  The 
freshmen of 1959 greeted the freshmen 
of 2009 on their ®rst day of school in a 

moment where the past met the future.  
Mrs. Lorraine Beaulieu Charest, a member 
of the ®rst graduating class of 1963, the 
parent of three Bishop Stang graduates, 
and a faculty member for 25 years 
addressed the present student body at the 
50th celebration Mass:  ªAs we enter the 
next decade we pass the torch to you, the 
next Spartan generation, and encourage 
you to carry on the mission and traditions 
of Stang and uphold its reputation as 
a school that understands the meaning 
of moral integrity, freedom, peace, and 
justice in the context of Christian values 
and at the same time add your own 
handprint to our great legacy.º
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It's easy to experience the bene®ts of the 
free, alumni online community:
1. Go to www.bishopstangalumni.com

2. Click on the ®rst time login

3. Search your name

4. Enter your ID number (the code located above 
your name on the back page of this newsletter)

Alumni Medal 
Ceremony
This year marked the 13th annual Alumni 
Medal Ceremony preceding graduation. 
Twenty-eight members of the Class of 
2009 are sons, daughters and grandchild 
of alumni and received the alumni medal. 
Since this tradition began in 1997, we 
have honored 339 sons and daughters 
of alumni. Stang Alum Mrs. Mary Ann 
Miskel ̀ 64 of®cially welcomed the newest 
members of the alumni at the graduation 
on May 31st.

On May 31, 2009, history was made for 
Bishop Stang High School. The very ®rst 
third-generation graduate walked across 
the stage and received a diploma in the 
same fashion as family members before. 
Timothy Atkinson walked the same path 
as his mother, Heidi Tatzel Atkinson 
class of '91 and his grandmother, 
Lorraine Medeiros Tatzel class of 
`64.  Mrs. Tatzel graduated from 
Bishop Stang with three current 
administrators, President Theresa 
Dougall, Principal of Academics 
Mary Ann Miskel and Athletic 
Director William Hart.  She was 
the guest alumni speaker at this 
year's graduation ceremony and 
welcomed the Class of 2009 to 
the Alumni Association. 

Tim is attending the University of 
Bridgeport to major in Biology with the 
hope of pursuing a career in chiropractics. 

In a way, Tim is following his mother's 
lead in more than just graduating from 
Bishop Stang. His mother is also in the 

medical ®eld, working for Pediatrics 
Associates of Fall River as a nurse. His 
grandmother, Lorraine, pursued an 
academic career, as a teacher and Day 
Care instructor at St. Peter's Elementary 
School in Fall River.

Being a third-generation legacy family 
at Stang is not just a proud moment 

for the Atkinson family, but for 
the school as well.  When it was 
time for Lorraine's only child 
Heidi to pick a school, Lorraine 
was hopeful she would choose 
Stang.  Heidi did not disappoint.  
Heidi's son Tim wanted Stang 
from the start ± so now after 49 

years from Lorraine Tatzel's ®rst 
day at Stang, Tim graduated as 

the ®rst third-generation family of 
Stang alumni.  

The Legacy Continues



5

Bishop Stang 
Graduation

Bishop Stang High School held its  
forty-seventh commencement  

on May 31, 2009 in the  
John C. O'Brien Gymnasium.  

Most Reverend George W. Coleman, S.T.L.,  
Bishop of Fall River, presided  

at the graduation of the 197 members  
of the Class of 2009.  

Ellen Carroll '09 of Portsmouth,  
ranked number one student in the class,  

delivered the valedictory address.  
Sarah Walecka '09 of New Bedford,  

ranked second in the class  
delivered the salutatory address.

Our congratulations to these graduates  
on their achievements and  

good wishes for success  
in all future endeavors!



Bishop Stang 
Teacher Receives 

Prestigious 
Photography Award
Bishop Stang students are not 
the only ones in the school to 
receive recognition for outstanding 
achievements. Sean Lamoureux, 
photography teacher and Stang alum 
class of '04, received the Society Under 
25 Gold Medal Award for his print 
titled, ``MO1 2007, Archival Pigment 
Print'', from The Royal Photographic 
Society in London. A second print 
by Sean titled, ``MO2 2008, Archival 
Pigment Print'', was also chosen as a 
winner in the contest.  Together with 
the Gold Medal Award, he will receive 
an Olympus E520 Digital SLR camera 
and free membership to the Society 
for a year, with a free submission 
to a Society Distinction from the 
Jeff Vickers Genix Imaging Youth 
Initiative

Mr. Lamoureux, a resident of Marion, 
was presented his award on May 19th, 
2009, at the Allen & Overy LLP's in 
London, England. His two prints 
were exhibited in this location until 
June 30th, 2009, and then became 
part of a travelling exhibit touring 
across the United Kingdom. A feature 
article about Mr. Lamoureux and his 
images appeared in Society Journal, 
describing how the images were 
captured, a background of how they 
came about, the camera used and 
how they were printed. The Royal 
Photographic Society also produced 
a color catalogue which featured a 
whole page for his award winning 
image.

Peter Shaughnessy 
Named 

Athletic Director
Shaughnessy becomes 4th  

Athletic Director in Stang's history

Peter Shaughnessy has been appointed 
as the fourth Athletic Director at Bishop 
Stang.  ªBishop Stang is fortunate to 
have a person of Peter's caliber and 
integrity as its new Athletic Director.º  
Peter follows in the footsteps of 
Stang's legendary Athletic Directors 
Carlin Lynch, the late John O'Brien 
and newly retired Bill Hart.

Shaughnessy, who recently relocated 
to the area from Illinois, was Assistant 
Principal at St. Francis High School 
in Wheaton where he was directly 
responsible for the Athletic Department 
while also serving as Religion 
Department Chairperson.  Prior to 
that he was the Theology Department 
Chairperson at Mount Carmel High 
School in Chicago where he was also 
Varsity Tennis Coach, Campus Minister 
and Theology teacher.  

ªThis is a great opportunity for me.  
My wife Anabela Vasconcelos 
Shaughnessy `94 is a Stang graduate  
and we look forward to raising our  
family on the Southcoast.º Peter, 
who did his undergraduate work at 
Canisius College in Buffalo, has a 
Master of Education in Administration 
from Benedictine University in Illinois 
and a Master of Arts in Theology 
and Master of Pastoral Studies from 
Loyola University, Chicago. He played  
four years of NCAA Division 1  
college tennis at Canisius College. 
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AP SCHOLARS
Twenty-six  students at Bishop Stang High School 
have earned the designation of AP Scholar by the 
College Board in recognition of their exceptional 
achievement on the college level Advanced 
Placement Program Exams. Only 18 percent 
of the nearly 1.7 million students who took 
AP Examinations in May 2009 performed at a 
suf®ciently high level to merit such recognition.  
Students took AP Exams in May 2009 after 
completing rigorous college-level courses at 
Bishop Stang.  

The College Board recognizes several levels of 
achievement based on student's performance on 
AP exams.  At Bishop Stang ®ve students quali®ed 
for the AP Scholar with Distinction Award  by 
earning an average grade of at least 3.5 on all AP 
Exams taken, and grades of 3 or higher on ®ve 
or more of these exams.  These students are Peter 
Bratton (North Falmouth ± University of Notre 
Dame), Ellen Carroll (Portsmouth ± University 
of Notre Dame), Jacob Denney (Marion ± Tufts 
University), Patrick Ford (Westport ± Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute), Sean Gilmore (Plymouth ± 
Tufts University), Lea Noonan (North Dartmouth 
± Providence College), Mathew Smead (East 
Wareham ± University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill), Kathryn Tongue (Westport ± 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute), Sarah Walecka 
(New Bedford ± Cornell University).

Six students quali®ed for the AP Scholar with 
Honor Award by earning an average grade of 
at lease 3.25 on all AP Exams taken, and grades 
of 3 or higher on four or more of these exams.  
These students are Eily Cournoyer (Portsmouth ± 
University of Rhode Island), Emily Domain (West 
Yarmouth ± Worcester Polytechnic Institute), 
Amanda Ellis (Middletown ± Northeastern 
University), Amy Fealy (Mattapoisett ± Boston 
University), Victoria Pinheiro (New Bedford 
± Boston University), Christina Wood (East 
Sandwich ± University of Richmond).

Eleven students quali®ed for the AP Scholar 
Award by completing three or more examinations, 
with grades of 3 or higher.   The AP Scholars are 
Lauren Cabral (Bristol ± Mt. Holyoke College), 
Patrick Cabral (South Dartmouth ± Stonehill 
College), Andrew Camire (Acushnet ± Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute), Sean Carroll (West 
Barnstable ± Boston University), Kiernan Dunlop 
(Marion ± a senior at Bishop Stang), Evan 
Grandmont (Buzzards Bay ± Stonehill College), 
Karel Hotys (New Bedford ± employment), David 
Kamp (Falmouth ± Middle Tennessee State 
University), Michael Oats (North Falmouth ± 
Stonehill College), Christina Quinn (Portsmouth 
± Boston College), Stephanie Smith (North 
Falmouth ± Lafayette College).
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James Kavanaugh Jr. '66 who is with 
the Boston ®rm of Conn, Kavanaugh, 
Rosenthal, Peisch & Ford, LLP was selected 
by Law & Politics as a ªMassachusetts 
Super Lawyerº and ªNew England Super 
Lawyerº for 2008. Jim was also selected 
as one of the top 100 lawyers in New 
England. 

R o s e m a r y 
F e r r e i r a 
Hayes '69 and 
Danny Hayes 
`66 were at a  
ªNew Bedford 
Daysº celebra-

tion in Ft. Myers, Fl on 3/10/09. Danny 
Hayes `66 ran into fellow classmate 
Paul Matheson '66.  They had not seen 
each other in 30 years and had a lot of 
catching up to do.

David Correia '69 
was awarded his 
second Grammy on 
February 8, 2009 
for Best Spoken 
Word Album for 
Children. The award was for his editing, 
mixing, and mastering of the album ªYes 
To Running: Bill Harley Liveº, the 25th 
collaboration the two have had in the last 
26 years. The album beat out competitors 
such as Gwyneth Paltrow and Tony 
Shalhoub. Congratulations David!

Roger Dumas '71 moved back to the 
US from Holland this past July and is 
living in Eastham on the Cape.  ªI©ve 
started a consulting business specializing 
in NATO intelligence and surveillance 
interoperability so I©ll be able to continue 
the work that I©ve been doing for the past 
several years with our European partners. 
I wish all Spartans the best.º

Maureen Fitzgerald '71 recently moved 
to Los Angeles, California, accepting 
the position of Associate Vice President 
for Development at California State 
University, Northridge. Maureen's career 
has spanned over 25 years of fundraising 
and at CSUN she'll be responsible for 
the overall fundraising activities for this 

Friends Far and Near
comprehensive university, one of 23 in 
California. Her most recent position was 
as Managing Director of Development for 
the University of Texas Medical Branch 
in Galveston, Texas. ªOn September 13, 
2008, Galveston Island was struck by 
Hurricane Ike. Your thoughts and prayers 
for the Galvestonians would be most 
welcome.º Classmates interested may 
contact Maureen at mf6904@gmail.com.

Art Simas '72 married Lori Odell 
October 7, 2006, in Northboro, Mass. 
Art is a freelance business journalist 
and contributor to several magazines 
and web sites. Lori is a registered nurse 
and director of clinical services at Health 
Awareness Services in Worcester. Art 
is also the author of ªBoston©s Bluesº a 
compilation of over 70 pro®les of Boston-
based blues musicians, including J. Geils, 
Susan Tedeschi, Duke Robillard, James 
Montgomery and others. Also included 
is a history of blues music in Boston, 
regional and national festivals and New 
England blues radio listings.

Daniel King '83 says hello to the Class of 
1983, and any others from the 1980©s.  ªI 
recently joined Facebook to help keep in 
touch with family and friends across the 
country (as did my brother and sister). I 
am still living far away in Albuquerque, 
NM so don©t get back to visit much....so 
Facebook seems like a nice way to ®nd 
and touch base with old friends. John 
Silveira from Class of ©84 created an 
online group on Facebook from the 80©s 
that is growing rapidly.  It's a nice way 
to ®nd old friends and ®nd out what they 
are up to. Maybe we can get better in 
touch so that the next reunion has more 
than 10-15 people.  While I didn©t make 
the 25th; I did attend the 20th and was 
disappointed there weren©t more people 
after traveling all that way.....but then 
seeing the other notes here it seems many 
others have moved all over the country. 
It was fun getting to see those that did 
show up and catching up.  For those who 
went to 25th I am sorry I missed you.º

Keith Holbrook '86 left teaching and 
graduated from the Western Mass Police 
Academy (41st MPOC) for the City of 
Holyoke in Dec. ©06.   He ®nished his 
Masters in Criminal Justice with the 
completion of his thesis on Police Stress 
and Physical Fitness. ªMy wife Christine 
left teaching high school English for 8 
years to stay home and raise our two 
boys. She tutors students at Holyoke 
Community College who have not passed 
the MCAS two nights a week and is now 
the supervisor to the grant for the MCAS 
Aid Program.  I am a detective for my 
department and have just ®nished my 
®rst year. It is incredible to be able to 
build a case ®le and help people who are 
in need. It really lets you know you are 
doing something that makes a difference! 
My family is doing great! Drew (8) will be 
going into the third grade and my youngest 
Peter (5) will be starting kindergarten in 
the same school. Catholic education is 
second to none and worth every penny! I 
instruct an after school chess program on 
Fridays at the same school that my boys 
attend.  We hope to compete this season 
with other local schools. Again, I hope to 
hear from classmates that I was unable 
to see at our last reunion.º You can reach 
Keith at kholbrook27@comcast.net.

Jason Arnone '88 is the proud father of 
4 children. Jason is the lead artist for 
Harmonics, a company that developed 
Guitar Hero and most recently Rock 
Band.

Tara Medeiros Oliveto '89 and her 
husband Joseph welcomed daughter Keira 
Maureen on December 10, 2008.  She 
joined big brother Dillon (20 months).


