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Bishop Stang Celebrates 50th Anniversary
When Bishop Stang High School opened 
its doors to welcome the freshman class 
in September, the students marked an 
historic date.  Fifty years ago to the day 
the ®rst class entered Bishop Stang.  Since 
that day in 1959, 8,805 students have 
graduated from Bishop Stang.

The historic year is being marked with 
milestones and celebratory events for 
this golden anniversary.  On Wednesday, 
September 9 Bishop George Coleman 
re-dedicated and blessed the school and 
celebrated Mass for the entire student 
body, alumni and friends at St. Julie 
Billiart Church.  Designated concelebrants 
for this Mass were Rev. Marcel H. Bouchard 
a member of the class of 1964, Rev. Msgr. 
John Perry a former Chaplain at Bishop 
Stang, Chorbishop Michael G. Thomas a 
member of the class of 1974, and Rev. Jay 
Mello Chaplain at Bishop Stang.  Sr. Anne 
Monica Ruane, SND (formerly Sr. Anne 
Monica), and Sr. Margaret Ann Donovan, 
SND (formerly Sr. Margaret Joan) two of 
the original six Sisters of Notre Dame de 
Namur to staff the school, were present 
for this historic event.

On Saturday, November 14th the family 
of Stang came together once again to 
celebrate its past, present and future at 
the 50th Anniversary Gala at White's of 
Westport.  Msgr. John Perry represented 
Bishop George Coleman and spoke on 
behalf of the Bishop.  The audience viewed 
a brief DVD of the history of Bishop 
Stang produced by Stang alums David 
Fortin '77 and Anne Donnelly Fortin '78.  (Photo gallery on page 3) 

WINTER 2010

This celebratory event marked the kick-
off of Bishop Stang's capital campaign, 
ªBuilding on our Foundationº. Guests 
included Patrick Carney ̀ 66, the Honorary 
Chairperson of the campaign, together 
with campaign co-chairs Maureen Sylvia 
Armstrong '82 and Michael Harrington 
'79.  Guests of honor included the 
Duchaine Family, Sisters of Notre Dame 
de Namur, Jean O'Brien and members of 
the ®rst graduating class `63.

 ªWe are looking forward with 
great anticipation as we continue to 
celebrate Bishop Stang High School's 
50th anniversary.  There are numerous 
memories to re¯ect upon, people to 
thank, and commemorative milestones 
to acknowledge throughout the year.  All 
those related to Stang are part of this 
celebration.  We are truly excited about 
Bishop Stang High School's 2009-2010 
Golden Anniversary school year,º said 
President Theresa Dougall.

To view the 50th Anniversary DVD ± go to 
www.bishopstang.com.
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From the desk of the  
President 

What a year it has been!  The 50th anniversary of Bishop Stang High 
School has already been marked by so many joyous celebrations.  We began 
with the Rededication Ceremony and the Anniversary Mass attended by over 
1000 people, which was so impressive.  The students were amazed by the 
number of priests, the original teachers from the Sisters of Notre Dame, past 
teachers and parents and alumni that came back to join in this celebration.  

The Anniversary Gala at White's in November was a night to remember.  
So many faces from the past brought the 50 year history of Bishop Stang 
High School to life.  How blessed we are as a family!  The future of our 
school is now highlighted as we have gone public with our 4.5 million 
dollar ªBuilding On Our Foundationº Capital Campaign.  This campaign will 
enhance and expand the facilities and endowment for our future students.  
While all of these festivities were happening, Bishop Stang High School also 
received another 10 year accreditation from the New England Association of 
Schools and Colleges.  Like I said, what a year it has been!

The foundation of our school is, and has always been, Jesus Christ.  
The stones placed upon that foundation have been the living stones of the 
faithful people over the years.  These people of faith have had the most 
powerful impact on me throughout this year of celebration.  I saw:

· the SND's who staffed the school at its beginning, able to remember 
early graduates by name even after all these years,

· families of deceased icons like John O'Brien and Rose Barker sharing 
their stories,

· former administrators like George Milot and Bob Zukowski bringing us 
back to the 70's and 80's,

· alumni who are now parents and even grandparents of current Stang 
students, talking about their children's experiences as they remember 
their own, and

· our graduates remembering how their Stang education was a life 
changing experience. 

The power of these living stones of Bishop Stang High School is so 
evident that it stirs into ¯ame the spark within us all as we plan for the 
future; a future built on the traditions they established.  It is our hope that 
the next generation of alumni and parents will carry the torch as we prepare 
for an even brighter future of Bishop Stang High School.  I am convinced 
in the future success of this community because I have seen the collective 
power and faithful spirit of the people of Bishop Stang High School. 

Recent Grad Reunion ±  
Come Home for the 

Holidays!
On Monday, January 4, 2010 classmates 
from classes '05, '06, '07, '08, and '09 
reminisced with teachers, classmates and 
current students. The recent graduates 
enjoyed going back to their old 
classrooms and exchanging memories of 
their 4 years at Stang.
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Bishop Stang Celebrates 50th Anniversary

ªH•€y A••‚vƒrs•ry! „••… 
†‡ˆ ‰‡r •Š‹ th•Œ †‡ˆ ‰•ŠŽs d• 
t• ••k‘ B’“ho” St•ng •uc– — 
gre•Œ ˜lac‘! W’“– I c‡™lš ›‘ 
tœƒr‘ t• c•l•žr•t‘ ‚Ÿ  ƒr°‡Ÿ! 

C‡ngr•µ™l•µi‡•sº

ªH•€y B‚rthday AŠm— M•tƒrº

ªSƒn¾‚ng Al•h— •nš °‡Ày I 
É‚Š‹ ÌÑ •Š‹ tœ‘ c•l•žr•µi‡•s. 

O™r AŠ™Ì•Ò •™r‘ ÓnƒÔ 
h‡Ô t• tœr‡Ô —  •rty! 
C‡ngr•µ™l•µi‡•s •nš  
„••…-†‡ˆ Fac™Šty.º

ªPleÕ°‘  Ö •y th‡u×œts •nš 
ØraÙƒrs ‰‡r •nÚœƒr ‰•ž™l‡™s 

ÛÜy †e•rs Ý ›e•™µ‚f™‹ 
e¾uc•µi‡Ÿ •Œ B’“ho” St•ng. 
BÞŒ É’“œÞ •nš ØraÙƒrs.º

ªIŒ ßÕs — •igœŒ t• àƒmƒÌ›ƒr 
•nš t• say th••… †‡ˆ t• 

•Š‹ â• äƒr‘ ‚•v•Šveš ‚Ÿ 
••å‚ng ‚Œ •uc– — gæoš µ‚m‘, 
•Š‹ dÞƒçv‘ Ìuc– cre¾‚Œ ‰‡r 
kìƒí‚ng tœ‘ µra¾‚µi‡Ÿ •Š‚v‘.º

ªWh•Œ — µç™ly ä‡ndƒrf™‹ 
c•l•žr•µi‡Ÿ Ý tœ‘ 50t– 

A••‚vƒrs•ry. IŒ ßÕs •Š°• — 
c•l•žr•µi‡Ÿ Ý tœ‘ de¾’c•µi‡Ÿ 
Ý •Š‹ tœ‘ ‰ac™Šty •nš •t•î •Œ 
B’“ho” St•ng. I ßÕs d•Šiïœteš 

t• ›‘  •rŒ Ý ‚Œ!º
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It's easy to experience the bene®ts of the 
free, alumni online community:
1. Go to www.bishopstangalumni.com

2. Click on the ®rst time login

3. Search your name

4. Enter your ID number (the code located above 
your name on the back page of this newsletter)

�3�F�V�O�J�P�O�T
Class of 1969

After a year of emails and mailing, 
thirty members of the Class of 1969 
gathered in October at the Kinsale 

Inn in Mattapoisett. Forty years after 
graduation there is much to catch up on 
and an informal cocktail party served as 
a perfect venue. They had such a good 

time, then seven weeks later, they joined 
Stang's multi-class reunion for another 

evening together.

�¦����
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Class of 1971
 

A small, impromptu get together at Kim Camara©s Black Watch Pub in New Bedford, 01/06/2010.

In this photo: Marilyn Watts, Kim Camara, Kathy Langford, Tony Moniz, Maureen Murray,  
Nina Moniz, Janice Serrano, John Collins 

Social Networking Brings Class of 1973 Together
Months of reconnecting on Facebook 
culminated in 25 members of the class 
of 1973, plus a handful of spouses and 
a couple of class of `71ers, meeting on 
November 7 at the Waterfront Grille 
in New Bedford for a lively, emotional 
ªun-reunion.º 

Donald Belisle, an executive at A¯ac 
in Atlanta was the catalyst behind 
locating and energizing Stang friends 
on FaceBook, and returned home to 
New Bedford after 19 years.  ªI had the 
pleasure of visiting Bishop Stang for the 
®rst time since graduation,º he said. ªAs 
Beth Travers Bragdon and I walked the 
halls, suddenly the bell rang, signaling 
the end of the school day. For a brief 
moment, it was 1973.º 

A former journalist who transitioned into 
a second career as a New Bedford-based 
social worker, Rachel Gaudette Thomas 
observed, ªThe special thing about this 
whole event was that it was so much 
more than the one-night stand that is 
a stereotypical reunion. We had begun 
connecting months and months before... 
and were having lots of fun before the 

idea of a party even had surfaced. We 
shared our passions and politics and told 
stories. ...We GOT each other. It felt like 
magic...º 

ªI remember from my years of religious 
instruction at Bishop Stang that the Bible 
tells us to `Make a joyful noise,'º said 
storyteller Karen Langford Chace, ªand...
the class of 1973 remembered as well! 
... We shared one lovely winter evening 
surrounded by the laughter and warmth 
of old memories as we made new ones to 
add to the scrapbooks of our lives. That 
night a bridge was built from the past to 
the present...º 

Submitted by Michele Chausse `73

�¦����

�¦�� ��
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UNDER THE SEA
SAVE THEDATE!!

Friday, April 9, 2010, 6:00 p.m.
Hawthorne Country Club, Dartmouth, MA

Fathoms of Prizes and Surprises
A Sumptuous Dinner

Fantastic items for bid
(Both silent and live auctions)

Watch the mail for your invitation!
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'64 Donna Palys retired from Sears after 
working there for 44 " years of service. 
Enjoy your free time, Donna.

'64 Philip Fraga 
of Alexandria, 
VA passed away 
Christmas morn-
ing, reported his 
daughter Kate 
Bowers. Phil had 
been the Senior 
Director for Mar-
keting and  Com-
munications for 

Marketing General, Inc. in Alexandria for 
the past three years. He served as a spe-
cial duty combat photographer in the U.S. 
Navy before beginning his career in mar-
keting and advertising. A lifelong model 
railroad enthusiast, he was a member of 
the Northern Virginia Model Railroad-
ers club in Vienna, VA. Phil was married 
to Pamela Fraga and is survived by four 
children and three grandchildren.

'67 Richard Walega has been named  
the new Executive Director of the New 
Bedford Housing Authority. Congratula-
tions Richard! 

'74 Janice (Gwozdz) Kalaghan recently 
attended the 35th class reunion along 
with Cheryl (Angelo) Wilson, Patti 
(Arguin) LaFrance, Nancy (Carreiro) 
Farrell and Mark Piche.  We missed the 
rest of the class!  Everyone had a great 
time catching up, reminiscing and going 
through the pages of the 1974 yearbook 
with a few laughs.  Our class photo was 
small. We hope to see more folks there 
at the 40th (yikes).  Great time!   Best 
wishes to all!

Friends Far and Near

'74 Anne Grenon Sampaio has been 
named the new Executive Director for 
Child & Family Services in New Bedford. 
Anne has worked for Child & Family 
Services for 30 years, starting on the 
programmatic side in the adoption 
program and moving up to supervisory 
and management positions in recent 
years. She plans to focus on reducing the 
stigma that remains for many who seek 
mental health care. Anne says education 
about mental health is crucial in helping 
people, and she believes professionals 
must reach out to the wider community 
to provide further education about the 
impact of mental illness. She was selected 
from 80 national candidates.

'75 Margaret (Peg) Sullivan is working 
at Dartmouth Hitchcock Medical Center 
in Lebanon, NH as a nurse practitioner 
in cardiomyopathy and advanced heart 
failure program, and is also an instructor 
in medicine at Dartmouth Medical School. 
She lives on a 15 acre organic farm in 
Vermont with her husband Kent and their 
2 border collies. She has run the Boston 
Marathon annually since 1996, placing 
in the top 20 in her age group.

'77 Leo Racine 
was one of the 
2009 recipients of 
the Archdiocese 
of Boston Bishop 
Cheverus Medal 
for service to the Church.  Leo and his 
wife Yvonne have three daughters and 
are members of St. Mary's Parish in 
Holliston, where he is the coordinator 
of the St. Mary's Parish ARISE team. 
Leo has been the director of the parish 
folk group for the past 15 years and is a 
member of the liturgy committee and a 
group facilitator for the ªProtecting God's 
Childrenº program, the archdiocesan safe 
environment program. Leo began and 
coordinates the annual parish Ministry 
Recruitment weekend and leads parish 
evening prayer services during the 
seasons of Advent and Lent.

'80 Don Payette is a Penn nursing student 
providing community service in Africa. 
Instead of working at a Philly-area 
hospital he traveled to the HIV-ravaged 
Southern African nation of Botswana for 
a unique on-the-job training. He spent 
a month with 7 classmates working in 
hospitals, clinics and orphanages. Don 
was drawn to this program because of 
its service aspect. He previously spent 25 
years in international sales, but felt the 
call to become a nurse. ªI had always said 
that during the ®rst half of my life I'd go 
out and make money and travel and in the 
second half I'd make a difference.º ªNow 
I am traveling and making a difference.º

'81 Michael Coulombe Hi everyone, as of 
Wednesday November 25th I am engaged 
to Caryn B. Hodges of Mattapoisett, class 
of 1991 ORR.

'85 Matthew Cebula and Ellen Feener 
Cebula '92 opened a new Fairhaven 
tavern, Rasputin's Tavern. Matt would like 
the tavern to be the ideal neighborhood 
bar with a welcoming atmosphere, good 
conversation, sports on the television 
and, someday soon, good food for all. 
Good Luck, Matt and Ellen.

'92 Beth Sylvia Caldwell was named one 
of the top young professionals under 40 
by The New England Business Bulletin 
part of SouthCoast Media Group. Beth 
represents the third generation of Sylvias 
at the Sylvia Group of Insurance Agencies, 
where she is chief operating of®cer/
owner. She volunteers for numerous 
organizations and has served on the New 
Bedford Area Chamber of Commerce 
Board of Directors, SouthCoast Insurance 
Agents Association Board of Director, 
Dartmouth Youth Soccer Association, 
United Way of Greater New Bedford, 
SMILES and Massachusetts Association 
of Insurance Agents ± Young Agents 
Committee. Beth also served as Bishop 
Stang's Annual Auction Chair for 10 
years. Thanks Beth!



8

Friends Far and Near

'93 Matthew A. Pucino was killed on 
November 23, 2009 as a result of an 
improvised explosive device strike to 
his all-terrain vehicle while conducting 
a combat patrol in the vicinity of 
Pashay Kala, Afghanistan. He was a 
Special Forces Operational Detachment-
Alpha Intelligence Sergeant assigned to 
Company B, 2nd Battalion, 10th Special 
Forces Group (Airborne) of the Maryland 
Army National Guard. Matt grew up in 
Plymouth, MA. Matt enlisted in the Army 
in 2002 after the 9/11 terrorist attacks. 
Once he was Special Forces quali®ed he 
served as an Engineer Sergeant. While 
with the 5th SFG(A) he deployed twice to 
Iraq. Matt will always be remembered as 
a leader and gentlemen. Some of Matt's 
classmates have started a scholarship 
in Matt's name ± for more information 
± email alumni@bishopstang.com.

'95 Michelle Neves Hantman was named 
one of the top young professionals under 
40 by The New England Business Bulletin 
part of SouthCoast Media Group. As part 
of the leadership team at the United Way, 
Michelle has volunteered for non-pro®t 
boards in New Bedford and Dartmouth. 
Michelle is the ®rst woman and youngest 
person ever to hold the position of 
president of the United Way of Greater 
New Bedford.

'97 Jay Lanagan was named one of the 
top young professionals under 40 by The 
New England Business Bulletin part of 
SouthCoast Media Group. Jay is a broker 
and half-owner of Atlantis Mortgage 
Corp., president of Oak Tree Real Estate 
LLL and president and partner of Rose 
Alley Ale House near the New Bedford 

waterfront. He also is president and 
partner for PiZans, a pizzeria opening 
this spring. He is one of the founders 
of the South Coast Business Alliance 
which has the goal of joining talented 
people from a diverse mix of industries 
while raising money for the youth-based 
organizations and the arts. Keep up the 
good work, Jay!

'99 Emily Boosahda was married in July 
'09 on the Cape to Kyle Hopkins. She 
is the head woman's lacrosse coach at 
Slippery Rock University in Western 
Pennsylvania. The team was 0-15 when 
she started three years ago and this fall 
with three recruiting classes the Rock was 
8-1. Kyle is a physical education teacher 
at Slippery Rock and a soccer coach ± 
they met at Spring®eld.

'00 Katie Burke Kennedy was married to 
Ryan Kennedy on October 3 at St. Mary©s, 
South Dartmouth.  They are living in West 
Conshohocken, PA.  Katie is a theology 
teacher at Mt. St. Joseph©s Academy in 
Flourtown, PA and Ryan is a manager at 
Wegmans Supermarkets while preparing 
to take the MA and PA bar exams.  

'01 Michael Cournoyer lives in Waltham, 
MA and currently works at Massachusetts 
General Hospital as a Clinical Research 
Manager for the department of Nuclear 
Medicine and Molecular Imaging.  He 
also received his Master©s of Public 
Health degree from Harvard University 
in 2008. Recently, Michael was elected 
to the International Executive Board for 
Kappa Psi Professional Pharmaceutical 
Fraternity as Grand Historian.  He will 
serve in that capacity until 2011.

'05 Alex Donnelly graduated from 
Providence College, where he earned 
his Bachelor of Arts Degree in English 
and Secondary Education in May 2009. 
Now, Alex currently lives in Seoul, South 
Korea©s capital city, where he works as 
an English teacher at a solely-English 
speaking academy, teaching Writing, 
Reading and Grammar to students grades 
3 through 8. 

'07 Alyssa Smith who attends Lafayette 
College spent a week in Washington 
as a Lafayette intern working at DCS 
Politics.  While there she worked with 
members of Congress on health care 
issues, crisis in Haiti, and the economy. 
What a coincidence her internship was 
working for another Stang Alum Gerry 
Kavanaugh '71, President and CEO of 
DCS.  Stang grads are everywhere!

In Memoriam
Terence Long `73

November 21, 2009

Matthew Pucino `93 
November 23, 2009

Thomas Frechette `74 
December 4, 2009

Ronald Bourassa `66 
December 16, 2009

Philip Fraga `64 
December 25, 2009

Arthur Roger Gonsalves `05 
January 6, 2010

Katharine Brennan Wheeler `77
January 29, 2010


